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$785,000

Approved

Agency:  Commerce, Community and Economic Development
Grants to Municipalities (AS 37.05.315)

Federal Tax ID: 92-6000034Grant Recipient:  Matanuska-Susitna Borough School
District

Project Title: Project Type: Remodel, Reconstruction and Upgrades

Matanuska-Susitna Borough - Colony High School Field
Turf Installation

State Funding Requested: $785,000 House District: 13 / G
One-Time Need

Brief Project Description:
Renovate and resurface outdoor asphalt running track at Colony High School to create a
high-performance 'sanctioned' track. The old surface has become a serious safety hazard for the
students in the track and field program.

Funding Plan: 
Total Project Cost:  $785,000 
Funding Already Secured:  ($0)
FY2012 State Funding Request:  ($785,000)
Project Deficit:  $0 
Funding Details:

FY06 partial state funding - $170,000 (reappropriated in FY11)

Detailed Project Description and Justification:
The Mat-Su Borough School District (MSBSD) spans approximately 25,000 square miles, an area larger than the entire
state of West Virginia. The MBSD is home to 43 schools! With a district wide enrollment of approximately 16,470 students,
Mat-Su is the second largest school District in Alaska--behind Anchorage. There is a current need for new schools to be
added to the district, from elementary to high school, which will increase the demands for quality tracks and fields.

There are currently only two running tracks in the State that qualify as a 'sanctioned track' for sanctioned track meets - one
in Juneau and the other in Fairbanks.  With the Mat-Su Borough population growth exceeding all other areas in the State, it
only makes sense that this centrally-located school district should have a sanctioned track. 

This project will significantly enhance the Borough's economy through the many school teams and their families that would
come to the Mat-Su Valley for track meets and tournaments...using hotels, restaurants, gas, and supplies.

In addition, overweight and obesity are on the rise in Alaska, affecting individuals of all ages, of all racial and ethnic
backgrounds, and with all levels of education and income. This relatively rapid increase in obesity rates will have lasting
impacts on the health and quality of life of Alaskans, as well as on the healthcare system long into the future. Two out of
three Alaska adults are overweight or obese, and many of these adults are already or will soon be dealing with
obesity-related health issues, such as diabetes, heart disease, cancer and high blood pressure. Alaska’s youth are affected
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by obesity as well, and they too will be facing significant obesity-related chronic diseases in their future.  A safe running
track in the Mat-Su Valley will encourage Alaskans to walk or run to stay fit, a win-win for the individual and the healthcare
system.

The blacktop surface now being used on the track is expensive and difficult to maintain. At this time, the material has
deteriorated to a point where repair is not practical and resurfacing would be the only way to repair. 

One of the biggest issues, however, is that this hard asphalt surface has caused many injuries to students and community
members due to bumps, holes, and cracks from frost heaves, etc., and the risk for increased injury is due to the hard
surface.  We need to replace this track with a newer more user-friendly material. (See back-up document)

We submitted a request in FY06 for this project at a cost of $675,000, and received a partial grant of $170,000.  We were
unable to secure additional funding in following years, neither from the State nor from bonds. In FY11, we reappropriated
the partial funds to another project.

A 2009 subsurface investigation was performed on the soil beneath the current track, and the tests revealed the soil to be
inferior and poor grade.  Due to the additional soil site work required prior to track resurfacing and increased costs since
FY06, the new request is for $785,000.

We need to improve this track to ensure our students, as well as community members, have a safe place to run. The Colony
High School track will continue to be a serious safety issue until a proper resurfacing has been completed.  Thank you for
your review of our request and we hope there will be a serious consideration to fully fund this project.

Project Timeline:
This project,if fully funded, will be completed in FY12.

Entity Responsible for the Ongoing Operation and Maintenance of this Project:
Mat-su Borough School District

Grant Recipient Contact Information:
Name: Don Carney
Title:  Facilities Coordinator
Address: 3901E Bogard Rd

Wasilla, Alaska 99654
Phone Number: (907)376-0806
Email: don.carney@matsuk12.us

Has this project been through a public review process at the local level and is it a community priority? X Yes No
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The RSS-200 synthetic track surface 
is a 100% latex polymer-bound 
track system that offers economical 
all-weather performance.  The SBR 
base layers provide excellent 
resilience and shock absorption.  
Finished with two layers of colored 
EPDM granules, this dual-density 
surface provides superior 
performance in latex-bound 
systems.

The RSS-200 uses only the highest 
quality latex polymers and pigments 
to provide a durable surface with 
good longevity.  

The RSS 200 Track System Consists of:

-  Two layers of colored EPDM rubber, encapsulated
   with a pigmented latex polymer binder 

-  Latex-bound SBR rubber shock absorption pad

-  Ideal for Middle and High School 
    competition

L.E. Renner Sports Surfaces 775 Canosa Court Denver CO 80204

RSS-200

Quality
Performance

Durability

www.rennersports.com     ph.303-825-3435     fax303-825-3439     800-738-8106
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The RSS-5000 Synthetic Track 
Surface is a 100%, full-depth 
polyurethane-based track system 
designed for the highest level of 
competition at any venue.  The 
force-reduction layer is comprised 
of very fine rubber particles mixed 
with a two-component flow-applied 
polyurethane, providing the 
necessary shock-absorption for elite 
competition and training.  The top 
wear layer combines embedded 
rubber granules within the 
polyurethane to create outstanding 
rebound properties in a fast, 
resilient, and durable surface.

The RSS 5000 Track System consists of:

    Embedded 1-3mm EPDM rubber granules provide excellent resilience
    and traction

    Two-component flow-applied polyurethane flood and chip
    wearing course provides exceptional rebound energy
 
    Two-component flow applied force reduction layer
    provides the necessary shock-absorption for
    rigorous training and competition

    Ideal for all levels of competition,
    including international 
    and professional

RSS-5000RSS-5000

Quality      Performance      Durability

L.E. Renner Sports Surfaces       775 Canosa Court  Denver CO 80204

www.rennersports.com      ph.303-825-3435      800-738-8106      fax:303-825-3439
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